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Abstract: Systematic archaeological research has been carried out for ten years at the site Gradiste
in Knezje, where the largest city of the Paeonians Bylazora is located, mainly in the area of its acropolis.
The so-called Governor’s palace stands out as the largest and most dominant building of the acropolis,
which along with all other moments and discoveries gives the city a character of a capital of the so-called
independent Paeonians. The paper presents the basic findings from the previous research of the Gover-
nor’s palace in Bylazora. Although its discovery has not been fully completed, however, given its great hi-
storical and archaeological significance, it is necessary, after five years of continuous excavations, to
summarize the results achieved.
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Among all fortified settlements from early ancient period or from the V-IV cen-
tury BC in the so called north Paeonian territory, the settlement in Gradiste- Knez-
je, near town of Sveti Nikole, is the most distinguished. It is the largest one, cover-
ing an area of 20 hectares and holding a central and very strategic position for who-
le Ovce Pole region with the valley of Vardar and Bregalnica river.

Starting from the existing records of the ancient authors (mainly Polybius, Livi-
us and Diodorus) and based on the size and geography of the site, back in the 1976 I.
Mikuléi¢ at Gradiste - Knezje located the largest Paeonian city - ancient Bylazora.!
As the years were passing, this assumption was more and more asserted. Thus, in
recent archaeological discoveries, not only these assumptions are confirmed but al-
so they are significantly strengthened and complemented. After the 8 years continu-
ous researches there was not only discovery of the numerous findings made, illus-
trating the existence of one exact city like Bylazora, but it has also gone a step fur-
ther. They found that Bylazora was not only the largest city by area, but also in impor-
tance. Today it is clear that it is actually Bylazora which was the Paeonian throne.’

1. Mikul¢ic, 1976.
21, Mitrevski, 2016.
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By the research of acropolis in Gradiste-Knezje, in its central and most domi-
nant part, there are remains from architecture discovered which clearly mark of a
Ruler Palace (Fig 1). By it, Bylazora received a new dimension, much bigger and mo-
re significant, revealing itself not only as an ordinary, even the largest city in Paeo-
nia, but also as a throne of rulers, meaning by itself a capital.
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Fig. 1. Plan of the acropolis in Bylazora with the position of the so called Ruler Palace
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Following the antique records it is not difficult to answer which capital and
which rulers is about. In the historical sources, from the V-III century BC we en-
counter an independent Paeonian country with its own dynasty and rulers that for-
ged their own coins, accomplished their own politics and were ritually crowned in
the waters of Bregalnica River.’ That country was obviously organized with certain
political cause (aim), because it did not use a concrete tribal territory and typical tri-
bal name. They were simply known as Paeonia, organized only in the Paeonian
country that enjoyed independence. In that sense, the rulers of Bylazora could have
been the emperors of only those Paeonians who Thucydides called “Independent Pa-
eonians” different from the other Paeonians who were not independent but consti-
tutive and essential element of the Ancient Macedonia. Therefore, the Independent
Paeonians had a significant historical assignment like defenders, to protect the Ma-
cedonian Empire from the north. A few names of the rulers were noted who se-
quentially ruled with the country of the independent Paeonians (Agis, Licceus, Pa-
traus, Audoleon, Leon and Dropion). They were connected to different historical
events, as important political factors on the Balkan, during the IV and III century BC.

The first remains of the palace were discovered 2011 and 2012 when only the
central entrance was explored. In that stage of excavation, without enough ele-
ments, it was determined as palace of Philip V, just because of the information of
Polybius (V: 97) for overtaking Bylazora by the Macedonian King Philip V in 217 BC.*
However, during the last years’ excavation (2013 - 2016) this led almost to its full
disclosure, except the last southern parts and also to rich archeological material.
Now, it is quite sufficiently for much more complete chronological and cultural de-
termination.

The palace in Bilazora is a complex construction taking up over entire south-
ern half of the Acropolis. According to the position, its architectural, construction
and decorative signs, especially according to the open central courtyard, the speci-
fic layout and character of the individual rooms around it gives a proof that this
was a Ruler Palace, conceptually very similar to the Macedonian Royal Palace in
Vergina (Aigai) (Fig.1).”

The current stage of excavation still does not allow full valuation of the palace,
but its basic architectural and archaeological features are evident.

In spite of the still undiscovered southern part it can be supposed that palace
occupied an area of approximately 50 x 50 meters (Fig. 2).The rooms in the palace
have different dimensions, purpose, wall decoration and inventory. Among them

5 E. Petrova, 1999; V. Sokolovska, 1986.
Y E. Matthews - W. Neidinger, 2014, 75.
oL Touratsoglou, 1998.
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there is a central entrance room with an open representative entrance on the west
and a side entrance to the opposite eastern wall (Fig. 3). From that entrance part
you can enter in a long room, which stretches along the eastern side of the palace,
from where, through a specifically shaped passage, it enters into the central opened
atrium. The walls of the room are decorated with fresco decoration performed in
horizontal zones in red, black and white (Fig. 4). As an inventory, only a pithoi was
discovered in situ position in its north-eastern corner. According to that it is possi-
ble to determine this room as a passage or north -east corridor (Fig.1).

Fig. 2. The main entrance room with the surrounding premises
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Fig.3. The main facade destroyed in original position with two
unfinished Corinthian capitals, left by the outer wall of the palace
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Fig. 4. Apithoi with a part of the wall painting
in the so called North-east corridor

Among other rooms there is circular room, named as Tholos room, which oc-
cupies a prominent position and area of 9 meters in diameter (Fig.5). It had a separa-
te entrance from the west, which probably constitutes an open crossing, because
only in that entrance there are not detected the usual stone threshold with the gro-
oves of the door. The most interesting movable findings are found in that room. Dif-
ferent kinds of gifts were left in smaller cult pits, buried in floor of the room (Fig. 6).
The presence of certain types of ceramic vessels and small metal objects, a lot of
animal bones in the pits and around them, along with the circular shape and positi-
on of the premises, determines this place as a cult area. Such a premise, at the same
position, is known from the palace of the Macedonian rulers in Vergina.

In the north-west part of the palace there are most probably kitchen - dining
rooms distinguished. On their floors there are remains of fireplaces and ovens
found out as well as movable findings that confirm this purpose (Fig. 1).°

In the central part of the palace there is a spacious open courtyard (atrium)
which was enclosed by the porches with colonnades (Fig. 7 and 8). Unfortunately,
just the northern colonnade with 6 stone bases, most probably for wooden columns
has been completely discovered until now. From these porches, the entry into the
separate rooms was organized through the massive stone thresholds usually for
double wooden doors. Nevertheless, the entry from the northern porch in to the an-
teroom to the Tholos room was opened passage with two doric columns (Fig. 7).

5. Matthews - W. Neidinger, 2014, 105-107.
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Special constructive elements in the atrium are the stone canals for collecting
and draining of the rain waters from the roof’s of the porches (Fig.7).
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Fig. 6. Tholos room with the cult pit
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Fig. 8. The central open atrium with the parts of basis eastern and the northern porches
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The outer walls of the palace were built in the lower zone by the cut sandy sto-
ne blocks up to the one meter in high, and in the upper zone by the bricks. Internal
walls were mostly built by mudbricks, but all of them, as same as the internal side
of the outer walls, were decorated by fresco (Fig. 4 and 9). The fresco painting was
in geometric patterns, in different colors and in very high level of quality (Fig. 9).

Fig.9. Some examples of fresco decoration from different walls

According to its stratigraphy and the movable findings, the palace was in use
from V to III century BC, through the two successive building phases. Earlier phase
is connected with the findings from the late V and first half of the IV century BC
and the later phase with the objects characteristic for the second half of the IV and
beginning of the III century BC.

The basic plan was implemented in the first phase, when after several renova-
tions the palace was demolished around the middle of IV century BC. The higher,
brick parts of the palace including the roof construction were ruined. After the
clearing and leveling of the debris, on the same stone blocks in the lower zone, the-
re were new mudbrick walls and new roof construction built.

Many different findings for that phase are connected. Among the ceramic finds
typical classical pottery, mainly local gray vessels, local painted pottery and black
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furnished and red figurate imported pottery are encountered (Fig.10). Also, some
iron tools, bronze pins, fibulas and some other jewelry forms are presented, as same
as the typical red painted roof tiles (Fig.11). All of them are characteristic for the se-
cond half of V century BC and first half of the IV century BC.”

Fig.10. Some ceramic findings from the palace

The new construction of the palace implied a new facade, new floors, new wall
canvases, decorated inside with new fresco decoration. On clay base and a thin mor-
tar coating a wall panting of geometric patterns with red, black, white, ocher, oran-
ge blue and gray color was performed. At the same time, to the northern external
wall some new facilities were added, as a special north wing of the new palace

7S. Blazhevska, 2013: V. Sokolovska,1986.
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(Fig.1). This palace was in use through the second half of the IV and the beginning of
the III century BC.

Fig.11. Some small findings from the palace

Before its final demolition it was prepared for renovation, so that, two new ca-
pitals of Corinthian type were edited and were left unfinished at the entrance to the
north wall of the palace (Fig. 3). Most likely, they were left there in order to be used
in the renovation of the main entrance. However, the capitals remained unfinished
and thus unused.

The Palace apparently was suddenly and violently demolished somewhere in
the first decades of the III century BC, without being restored again. On the floors
from its final use relatively a few movable objects were discovered, including two
coins, one silver Alexander III and a bronze coin of the Paeonian ruler Leon (Fig.12).
In addition to them, some very indicative objects as a lead seal and a decorative
glass pendant, a lead projectile with inscription, several fibulae and numerous cera-
mic vessels were found (Fig.11). All those findings, in particular a hundred offensive
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Fig.12. Two coins discovered on the floors from the final use of the palace

iron arrows, which served to attackers to cause a fire, were found in their original
position in the rubble and as a part of the burnt floors of the rooms (Fig.13). Their
discovery, mainly in the burnt parts of the palace, is documenting in a very pictures-
que way the moment of the finale destruction of the palace. Because of that, the fi-
nal period of the palace is commonly correlated with the attacks of the Celts and
their military champagne toward the south. After that, the palace was not renewed
any more.

Fig.13. Fire arrows in original position on the floor of the eastern porch
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The city of Bylazora entered in the new and last developing phase, but without
the palace. The remains of the palace during the second half of the III and first half
of the II century BC have been covered by the thick layer of eroded soil from the
higher parts of the terrain .Over such layer an ordinary settlement architecture was
built without any connection with the palace under it.

The archaeological situation discovered on the Gradiste -Knezje or ancient By-
lazora is very similar to the surrounding settlements in Ovce Pole, to the well-
known settlements in Skopje region (Brazda, Nerezi, Studenicani, Varvara, Kale and
so on) and Kumanovo region (Mlado Nagoricane, Pelince, and so on) up to the Kaci-
pup near Presevo and Krsevica near Vranje.® All of them have the same topograph-
ic, architectural and archaeological marks, existing as the first small towns through
V to the beginning of the III century BC. However, Gradiste in the village of Knezje
stands out of them. With its 20 hectares living area, opposite 2 to 5 hectares to the
other mentioned settlements was the largest one. Also it is the only one with the ru-
ler palace. Even today’s name of the village of Knezje, meaning the place of the ru-
lers, is actually reference of the former rulers. The village is organized right below
the city Gradiste even in the middle ages when obviously the ruler’s tradition was
still alive and connected to that place.

8 1. Mikul¢i¢,1982; P. Popovic,2012,11
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JIparu MUTPEBCKI

BJIAIETEJICKATA ITAJIATA BO BUJIA30PA

Pe3ume

Jlokanuretot I'paguinTe Bo KHeskje kaj CBetu HuiKose 1o cBojaTa mosuiiyja, ro-
JIeMUHA U CTPYKTYPUPAHOCT Ce U3/[BOjyBa O CUTEe OCTAHATU HaceiOu off paHaTa aH-
TiKa Bo OBue [lose. Beke mojionro BpeMe Bo HayKaTa ce uaeHTH(hKKyBa co bunasopa
- HajrosieMuoT rpaj Ha [lajonruTe. [locsie cucteMeTcKUTe UCTpaXKyBarba Ha HeroBaTa
akporona of; 2008-2016 roguHa TakBaTa KBaaM(MKalija He caMo IITO ce MOTBPAU
TYKY 3HauajHO ce JIOTOJIHU CO HOBM OTKPUTHja KOU jacHO 300pyBaarT 3a Toa fieKa Toj
rpaj; Bo, MePUOZIOT off 5 /10 3 BeK Mpej] XpUcTa He OMJI caMoO HAjro/IeMHUOT MajOHCKU
rpaj| 1o MOBPILIMHA TYKY U MO 3HAaueHe, KaKo MpecTolHWHA Ha T.H. He3aBucHu ma-
JOHIIHU.

Akpononarta Ha buma3sopa e Beke okony 70% ucTpaxeHa, a BO Hej3MHUOT LIeHTpPa-
JIeH ¥ HajIOMMHAHTeH [iefl € OTKpreHa MOHYMeHTaJTHa Ipaji0a Koja 1o cBojaTa apXu-
TeKTypa 1 apXeoJIONIKK Oeie3u e ompefie/ieHa KaKko BiajieTeicka Majara, 1o MHOTY
eJleMeHTH OJIMCKa Ha TMO3HaTaTa MajaTa Ha MaKeJOHCKUTe BIajieTpiu Bo BepruHa.
Mako He e BO 11eJIOCT OTKPMEHA, 3aeJHO CO OCTATOL[UTE Off eJleH MaJl JOPCKU XpaM J10
Hea ro COUMHYBAAT T.H. BiajieTe/ICKu KoMIieKe. KoMIIeKCOT ja MCIIONIHYBaJI IeiaTa
jy’KHA TOJIOBMHA HAa aKPOIIOJIaTa U CUTe OCTAHATH CTPYKTYPH U COJPKUHU OTKPUEHU
Ha aKporiosiaTa Ousie Bo HeroBa Ciyxoa.

1 nokpaj ceyiite HEOTKPUEHOTO jYKHO KPUJIO Ha TajiaTaTa, MoKe Jia ce MPeTIo-
cTaBy Jieka 3achakajia nospiHa of okomy 50 X 50 meTpu. [IpocTopumnTe Bo majaTaTa
MMaaT pa3IMuHu IMMEeH3UH, HaMeHa , SUJJHA JieKopalija U uHBeHTap. Mery HuB ce
M3IBOjyBa e[lHa IIeHTpa/IHa B/ie3Ha IPOCTOPHja CO pelpe3eHTaTHBHA OTBOPEHa BIIe3-
Ha chacaTa Ha 3aImaj ¥ eJieH CIIopefieH Bjie3 oj] CIIPOTHBHATA MCTOUHA cTpaHa. ok
MCTOYHATa CTPaHa e MO3UILMOHUPaHa efiHa JI0Jira IIPOCTOPHja - UCTOUEH KOPU/0P KOj
BOJIeJI 0] B/le3HaTa MPOCTOPHUja JI0 IleHTPaJIHWTe MPOCTOPUM Ha TajaTaTa, Kajie J10-
MUHKPA OTBOPEHMOT aTpPUyM CO MOKPHEHU TPeMOBHM O] CUTe CTpaHM. TpeMoBuUTe ce
TIOTIIMPaie Ha KOJIOHA/IH O] HajBePOjaTHO JIPBEHM CTOIOOBH. Of KOM Ce COUYBAHH Ca-
MO 0a3uTe HO M CHCTEMOT KaHajIv 3a Of[Be/lyBambe Ha JI0/0BHATa BOJIa LITO Ce Clie-
Bajia 0J] TPEMOBHUTE BO aTpUYMOT. Bo Taa cMuciIa 3a M3/BOjyBarbe e CeBePHUOT TPeM
TIPEKY KOj, HU3 eJleH 0TBOPEH IIPEMUH IITO I'0 HOCeJIe IBa MaCUBHU JJOPCKHU CTONIOOBU
ce BJIETYBAJI0 BO CEBEPHOTO KPWJIO Ha IajiaTaTa, MIOTOYHO BO BECTHUOY/IOT Ha eIUH-
cTBeHaTa Kpy:kHa T.H. Tomoc npocTopuja. Ilo cBojaTa mo3uiiyja, rpajie;kKHU eleMeHTH



192 Dragi Mitrevski - The Royal Palace in Bylazora

¥ COJIP;KMHA Taa MPOCTOPHja OKla KOPUCTeHa KaKo Ky/ITeH MPOCTop Bo majatara. Bo
3eMjeHHOT TI07] O1/ie BKOMYBAHM TUTUTKU jaMU WCTIONHATH CO Pa3HOBUJIHU JIBMKHU
HAO0/IU, }KUBOTMHCKU KOCKH OCTATOLIM Of] XpaHa U CJIMUHO.

HapBopeniHuTe sujioBY Ha MajaTaTa OusIe rpajieHy of] eCOYHH KaMeHH OJTMKO-
BY BO BUCOUMHA OJ] OKOJIY eJIeH MeTap, JofieKa TOPHUTe 30HH O1Ie U3BeJIeHH CO TY/IU
oJl HelleueHa I/IMHA. BHaTpelIHuTe SWIOBY LITO I'M IperpajyBaie MmoeJuHUTe IPoC-
TOpUH Oy7ie SUIaHu IeJI0OCHO Off HerledeHH! Ty, ['0TOBO cHTe SUIOBH Of] BHAaTPEIIHa-
Ta CTpaHa OMJle TIOKPHEHH CO ITIMHECT CJI0j M TEHOKA MaJITepHa OCHOBA Bp3 Koj Oua
HaHeceHa JieKopallyja co 0oeme BO ajl ceKo TexHuka. TakBaTa (hpecko JeKopaiuja
rojpa3oupasa MUPOKU OOeHH TIOBPIIMHU BO Pa3/TIMYHU 00U UM eJleMeHTapHU reoMeT-
PUCKH MOTHBH.

Criopet crparurpadujaTa Ha majataTa ¥ OTKPUEHUTE JIBIKHUTE HAOMM, Iajia-
TaTa OWIa BO yroTpeba off BTopaTa MOJIOBMHA 5 BeK [0 TPBHTe JelleHUM Ha 3 BeK
TpeJ| XpUCTa, HU3 JiBe jacHO M3[jBoeHH rpajiexkhu ¢as3u. Kako ABWKeH WHBEHTap off
BeTe a3y ce cpeKaBaaT pa3/IMUHKM HAO/IM, KOU CelakK MpecTaByBaaT caMo OCTATOIH
oJ] Toa LITO JKUTEUTe Ha MajiaTaTa He ycreae Jla To CKJIOHAT Tpe[] Hej3UHOTO (-
HaJTHO ¥ HaCWJIHO pymierse. Taka ce cpeKkaBaaT HajuecTo TUIMYHA KJIACHUHA CAJlOBa,
CKJIa/IMIIIHA U TPajiekHa KepaMKKa, MeTy Koja JJOMUHIPAAaT JIOKaTHA (DOPMH U TeXHHU-
KU HO ¥ TIO€JJVHU C/TMKAHU CaJIOBU KAaKO aTHUKHU UMITOPT. cTo Taka OTKpHeHH ce U
7I0CTa KeJie3HU aJlaTKU U OpyiKje , OPOH3eH HaKUT Apyry (hopMU KapaKTepUCTHIHU
T7IaBHO 32 UeTBPTUOT BeK 710 MajMIaJiuTe TPeIMETH KOU He BJIeTyBaaT Moj1ab0oKko BO
TPETHOT BeK Tpe[ XPUCTa.

HenocpegHo mpey (hMHATHOTO pyIlIeke HajaTaTa Oua IPUIIPeMeHa 3a PEeHOBHU-
parbe, HajBepojaTHO BO HOB , KOPMHTCKH CTHJI, TaKa IITO J1Ba KalUTe M Off IIPefIBHU/Ie-
HaTa HoBa (bacajja OM/Ie oCTaBeHH HeJopaOOTeHU IOTIIPEHH JI0 HaIBOPELIHUOT SH
Kaj IJIaBHUOT Bie3. Kako 1 [la e, jBaTa KOPMHTCKYU KallUTe M OCTaHajIe He JIOBPIIeHH
1 HUKOTranI He yroTpeOenu. IlamaTaTa Omia M3HeHaJHO M HACHIHO CPYILIEHA BO CH-
JIeH TIO}Kap HeKajie BO MpPBUTE JIelleHHH Ha TPETHOT Bek mpep xpucra. Ha mogoBuTe
o[l Hej3uHaTa (DMHAJIHA VIIOTpeOa, Mery IpyroTo ce OTKPUEHH BO M3BOPHA IOJIOKOA
JIBe MOHETH, eJleH cpedpeHK Ha MakeIoHCKHOT Iiap Anekcanpap Il u egha OpoH3e-
Ha MOHeTa Ha MajoHCKUOT BiajeTen JleoH. Ilokpaj HUB Mery ocTaHAaTUTe, KAKO HajuH-
IUKATUBHU HAOIM Ce M37IBOjyBaaT efleH OJIOBeH IevaT, efieH OJI0BeH IPOeKTUIT CO
HaTIINC U eleH IPUBP30K O CHHA CTAaK/IeHa IacTa co pe/be(hHa IpeTcTaBa Ha IlaBa
Ha cujieH, off ABeTe cTpaHu. CUTe THe HAO[H ce MPUAPYKYBAHHU O] HEKOJIKY CTOTHHU
KeJle3HH MMpaMUIaTHA BPBOBHU O/ CTPENI IITO UM C/IyKeJle Ha Halaraumre 3a Ipe-
IU3BUIYBame Toxkap. The ce peloBHO OTKPMBAHU BO HUBHATa M3BOPHA IOJI0K0a BO
CJI0jOT Off TeTie]I, jarjieH U rap off ONoKapeHuTe JIeJIOBU Ha MajiaTaTa.

[Topaau ceTo Toa, KOHEUHOTO PYILEhe Ha MajaTaTa MoKe Jla Ce TIOBP3H CO MCTO-
PUCKHOT Hamaj, Ha Kenrure npu HuBHaTa uHBa3uja KoH jyr. Iloce Toa manaTaTa He
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Oua roBeke 0OHOBYBaHA, HEjSMHUTE OCTATOLM BO CJIE[HUTE JIEIEHUU Off TPETHUOT
BeK Impes Xpucra OmIe MOKPUEHH CO Jie0ell CJI0j epoiupaHa 3eMja Off IIOBUCOKUTE
IapTUH Ha TepeHOT. [IpeKky TakBUOT CJ10j 3eMja, 3HATHO IIOJI0LIHA, MOKEOM 10 KaMIIa-
mata Ha ®umun V (217) bue mogMrHaTy Ha 1ieJiaTa akporosia CKpOMHY I'pajiou TrilaB-
HO O]1 KaCAapHCKU KapakTep.
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